GOP defends Trump as Bolton book adds pressure for witnesses 


By Eric Tucker, Zeke Miller 
and Lisa Mascaro 


Associated Press 


WASHINGTON >> Senators 
faced mounting pressure Mon- 
day to summon John Bolton to 
testify at President Donald 
Trump’s impeachment trial 
even as Trump’s lawyers 
mostly brushed past extraordi- 
nary new allegations from the 
former national security ad- 


viser and focused instead on 
corruption in Ukraine and his- 
torical arguments for acquittal. 


Outside the Senate chamber, 


Republicans grappled with 
claims in a forthcoming book 
from Bolton that Trump had 
wanted to withhold military 
aid from Ukraine until it com- 
mitted to helping with investi- 
gations into Democratic rival 
Joe Biden. That assertion 
could undercut a key defense 
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argument: that Trump never 
tied the suspension of security 
aid to political investigations. 
The revelation clouded 
White House hopes for a swift 
end to the impeachment trial, 
fueling Democratic demands 
for witnesses and possibly 
pushing more Republican law- 
makers to agree. It also dis- 
tracted from hours of 
arguments from Trump’s law- 
yers, who declared anew that 
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no witness has testified to di- 
rect knowledge that Trump’s 
delivery of aid was contingent 
on investigations into Demo- 
crats. Bolton appeared poised 
to say exactly that if called on 
by the Senate to appear. 

“We deal with transcript evi- 
dence, we deal with publicly 
available information,” attor- 
ney Jay Sekulow said. “We do 
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Virus scuttles travel plans 
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The United States is cautioning travelers to reconsider visiting China due to the threat from the coronavirus outbreak. A young boy 
wore a mask Monday while walking around at the Chinatown Cultural Plaza in Honolulu. 
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